Fordham Law School

FLASH: The Fordham Law Archive of Scholarship and History
Parole Interview Transcripts and Decisions

Parole Information Project

Parole Interview Transcript/Decision - FUSL000097 (2019-10-02)

Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/trans

INDEX NO.
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 16

1

RECEIVED NYSCEF: 11/20/2020
FUSL000097

NYS DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS AND COMMUNITY SUPERVISION

2

BOARD OF PAROLE

3

*********************************************************

4

Parole Board Interview

5

In the Matter

6

-of-

7

DIN#
NYSID #

8

9

*********************************************************

10

TYPE OF INTERVIEW:

Initial

LOCATION:

Sing Sing Correctional Facility
Video-conferenced to NYS DOCCS
314 W 40th Street
New York, New York 10018

INTERVIEW DATE:
DECISION DATE:

October 2, 2019
October 2, 2019

BEFORE:

Commissioner Demosthenes
Commissioner Davis
Commissioner Mitchell

ALSO PRESENT:

Marian Soto, acting SORC
Kaitlyn Barrett, ORC

COURT REPORTER:

Paige Harvey

11
12

13
14
l

i::·

~)

16
17

18
19
20
21

22
23
24

I NDEX NO.

[FILED: NEW YORK COUNTY CLERK 11/20/2020 03:16 Pij
NYSCEF DOC . NO . 16

RECEIVE ~lH;lilJllng 7 11/20/2020

2
1

BY COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:

2

Q. Good morning, sir.

3

record?

4

A. My name is

5

Q. Good morning,

6

and joining me this morning are Commissioner Davis on my

7

left and Commissioner Demosthenes.

8

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES:

9

COMMISSIONER DAVIS:

THE INMATE:

10

Please state your name for the

I am Commissioner Mitchell

Good morning, sir.

Good morning.

Good morning.

11

BY COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:

12

Q.

13

degree with the term of twenty-five to life and criminal

14

possession of a weapon of five to fifteen serving

15

concurrently and by verdict.

16

pending?

17

A. No, sir.

18

Q. I just wanted to let you know

19

A. I exhausted all my remedies.

20

Q. I just wanted to let you know for the record that we

21

do have a court reporter here recording everything that

22

takes place during this meeting.

23

A. Okay, sir.

24

Q. Yes, sir.

25

A. What is the reason for the court reporter?

you are convicted of murder in the second

Sir, do you have an appeal

Can I ask a question?
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1

Q. To transcribe everything that is discussed here today.

2

A. Okay, thanks.

3

Q. So, sir, this is your initial interview.

4

A. Yes, sir.

5

Q. The offense -- instant offense took place on

6

where you shot the victim with a loaded pistol

7

causing his death.

8

A. Yes, sir.

9

Q. Can you just tell me about what happened that day?
A. Yes, sir.

11

111111111111111 he had a car for sale.

12

car from him.

13

registration until I was able to turn it over the motor

14

vehicle.

15

fell apart.

16

On November the 19th myself ~nd

11111

10

And I agreed to buy the

He allowed me to use his license and

Three days after purchasing the car, the engine

So, I parked the car outside my home and I went and

17

saw him and asked him if he is aware the car was not

18

functioning properly.

19

I would not have bought the car from him.

20

outside of my home accumulated some traffic tickets.

21

I took the car to the garage and I paid for the repair of

22

the engine.

He could at least let me know and
The car parked
So,

23

After completion of that, I went back onto the car

24

and he approached me and said he want his license plate

25

off the car.

I was speaking with him and trying to get
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1

him to understand, just give me a little time.

2

pay for the ticket, although he still owe me for payment

3

of the repair of the car.

4

aggressive, and violent.

5

me, and kicking me, and eventually cut me in my face.

6

He become belligerent,
He start fighting me, punching

I went to the hospital, however, I never reported it

7

to the police.

8

my face.

9

messenger.

10

I will

And I went back home with the stitches in

And couple of days somebody gave me a
One of my friends gave me a mepsage, if I

come back on the block he is going to kill me.

11

So, when I went back on the block, I went back with a

12

gun, and he approached me.

And I was fearful of my life,

13

sir.

14

caused

15

intention to cause him deadly harm.

16

Q. Sir, how did you come into the possession of the

17

weapon?

18

A. I bought the gun from my friend, his name i s ~ -

19

That's how I came in possession of the gun, sir.

20

Q. When you were initially attacked --

21

A. Yes, sir.

22

Q. -- and you were injured, why did you not report that

23

to the police?

24

A. The reason is because at that time, I was thinking,

25

and it was like a social area.

And I reacted and discharged three shots, and
's death.

However, it was never my

We hang out, we play
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1

domino, we play soccer, we drink but everybody there do

2

different things for different living.

3

So, I was afraid of the stigma of being labeled as a

4

rat or a snitch amongst my peers, and that's the reason

5

why sir I never get the police involved.

6

Q. How old were you at the time?

7

A. At the time, I was thirty years old, sir.

8

the cause of that is my irrational thinking based on the

9

violent community I was raised up into.

And my

10

Q. What community was that?

11

A. I am from Jamaica.

12

Q. And tell me a little bit about your growing up?

13

A. I am from a broken family, a broken home.

14

one-room dwelling.

15

place, and she was no parents, no family assistance.

16

Every now and then he might come around and give us

17

something.

18

We had a

My mother was a seller at a market

However, the importance of that was she emphasize the

19

importance of education, which I went to school.

I

20

wasn't involved in no criminal activity at the time, but

21

where I am from the whole environment is toxic, violent,

22

shooting, killing, but I was never involved, sir.

23

Q. So, when you came to New York --

24

A. Yes, sir.

25

Q. -- how old were you?
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1

A. I came probably about -- I came at twenty-seven.

2

Q. And you said you were thirty-eight when the crime was

3

committed?

4

A. Thirty-one.

5

Q. Thirty-one?

6

A. Yes, sir.

7

Q. So, had you known the victim in the corrununity?

8

A. I know the victim from hanging out on the block

9

socially because we are from Jamaica, so we get to know

10

each other.

I know his daughter's mother.

11

Q. And you were planning to purchase this car from him?

12

A. Well, I purchased it.

13

Q. You paid him in full?

14

A. Yes, sir.

15

Q. How much did you pay for the car?

16

A. I pay him five thousand for the car.

17

Q. What type of car was it?

18

A. It was a Toyota Crusader at that time.

19

Q. What year was the Crusader?

20

A. Honestly, don't remember, it was a late Toyota.

21

Q. It was pretty new when you bought it?

22

A. No, it wasn't pretty new.

23

Q. Had you socialized with the victim, hanging out on the

24

block?

25

A. Yes, sir.

I paid him in full, sir.

Did you play dorninos with him?
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1

Q. Was he armed at the time he approached you?

2

A. At the time I approach him, I wasn't aware but because

3

he was coming at me I fear, and my humiliation he caused

4

me I acted in that destructive manner, sir.

5

Q. Right.

6

you and that's why you went out and purchased the gun

7

because you were afraid for your life; that's what you

8

said?

9

A. Yes, sir.

But you had some thought about him approaching

10

Q. So, you knew the gentleman, you were aware of him.

11

Did you have any suspicion that he would be armed and

12

carrying a gun?

13

A. Yes, sir.

14

with other guys on the block, and the mannerism and his

15

behavior and how he treated people in most occasion.

16

Q. Did you believe that he would have been armed when you

17

approach -- when he approached you?

18

A. Yes, sir based on the statement he made that whenever

19

I come on the block he is going to kill me, sir.

20

Q. Tell me exactly what happened the day that you all got

21

into the disagreement?

22

A. Okay.

23

engine, the car.

24

license because I cause him to get some traffic

25

violation.

I have seen him previous time.

We interact

When I went back after repairing the car
He approached me and said he needed his

I agreed with him and I told him I would pay
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1

for the ticket because I was using his registration and

2

his license at the time.

3

Q. So, sorry for interrupting you.

4

the car, you didn't transfer the title and the plates?

5

A. No, sir.

6

Q. So, you were still using --

7

A. Using his stuff.

8

Q. Okay.

9

A. And I was dealing with him in a kind manner because I

When you purchased

Not at that time, sir.

Go ahead, continue.

10

accepted that I had caused him those tickets, and I

11

reminded him.

12

repair of the engine.

However, he promise to give me money for

So, he was trying to -- and I said in a peaceful

13

14

manner, and he acted, and start punching me, boxing me,

15

and cut me in my face.

16

to the hospital.

17

Q. When you went to the hospital --

18

A. Yes, sir.

19

Q. -- what hospital did you go to?

20

A.

21

Q. And when you got to the hospital, what did they do for

22

you?

23

A. They stitch my face.

24

Q. How many stitches?

25

A. Fifteen stitches.

And I was taken inside and went
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1

Q. Fifteen stitches.

2

A. Yes.

3

Q. Can you give me an idea of where the cut was and how

4

large a cut it was?

5

A. It was on my face right here.

6

all that big.

7

taken

8

for my destructive acts.

9

Q. I understand, sir.

So, it was -- it wasn't

It wasn't justified with what I done.
's life.

I

I take full responsibility

I am trying to find out is exactly

10

how deep a cut and how serious an injury he caused to you

11

on that day.

12

A. Yes.

13

Q. And they stitched you up in the emergency room?

14

A. Yes, sir.

15

Q. All right.

16

about what caused the injury?

l7

A. I had told what caused it and I told him I was in a

18

fight and they cut my face.

19

reports, and that is where I took the wrong approach and

20

the wrong step.

21

You said you required fifteen stitches?

Did they take any information from you

But I never made any police

And that was part of my irrational thinking, whereas

22

I took it upon myself and I hurt

And that

23

is something I have to live with, and I regret for the

24

rest of my life, sir.

25

Q. Okay.

So, he cut you, were you angry enough to take
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1

revenge?

2

A. It was based on humiliation, the anger, and honestly,

3

sir with all due respect, sir.

4

that cause of action.

5

Q. All right.

6

could you explain to me what happened, and if you can

7

start from early in the morning.

8

like, what were you thinking, where were you going?

9

A. On the day that the whole incident took place, I went

I shouldn't have take

On the day that the incident occurred,

What did your day look

10

and got the car from the garage.

11

home, the following evening about 6:30 I start leaving.

12

I went down the block with the car.

13

And on the way back

This is when he approached me and said I have some

14

outstanding tickets, and I told him, yes.

15

willing to pay for it.

16

and I was trying to reason with him.

17

me a week as soon as I get paid, I will take care of the

18

whole thing.

19

And I am

And he said he wanted his plates,
I

said, just give

I will pay for the ticket.

However, it could not wait and he kept getting really

20

belligerent, being aggressive, and start to attack me.

21

At that time is when he cut me.

22

Q. Okay.

23

A. Yes, sir.

24

Q. And how much were the tickets?

25

A. It was three tickets.

And that was 6:30 in the evening?
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Q. Yes.

2

A. I honestly don't know the price of the tickets, but I

3

would have surely paid -- took care of it.

4

Q. So, he was angry at the fact that you had gotten the

5

tickets and owed him the money?

6

A. Yes, sir.

7

Q. So, the argument ensued?

8

A. Yes.

9

Q. He

10

A. He start use his knife to take off the plate, and I

11

was trying to stop him, and he went into a rage.

12

Q. He was trying to take the plates?

13

A. Off the car, right there.

14

Q. And you approached him?

15

A. I was trying to stop him and he get

16

Q. How were you trying to stop him?

17

A. I was trying to reason with him, so he could

18

understand my position, and know that I will take care of

19

it and if -- still made a promise to give me back some of

20

the money for repairs of the car.

21

Q. Did you physically try to restrain him?

22

A. No.

23

everything.

24

defuse the whole thing peacefully, and he just

25

Q. He was attempting to take the plates off of the car?

He was the one that physically started
I

never touch him

I

was just trying to
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1

A. Yes, sir.

2

Q. And you tried to impede him taking the plates off?

3

A. I was reasoning him with, talking with him, and just

4

give me a chance to pay for the tickets.

5

Q. Did he get the plates off the car?

6

A. Yes, sir.

7

Q. He took the plates?

8

A. After he cut me, I let him take them, and that is when

9

I drove to the hospital.

10

Q. Okay.

You went to the hop?

11

A. Yes.

12

Q. When did you go and get the gun and come back to the

13

block?

14

A. Couple days later I went back to the blo.ck.

15

Q. How many days later?

16

A. About two to three days later to be exact.

17

Q. All right.

18

A. Yes, sir.

19

Q. And you also began to build up a plan on how you were

20

going to get revenge?

21

A. Yes, sir.

22

Q. Several days later, what happened -- tell me what

23

happened that day, the day of the incident?

24

A. The day of the incident, I went back to the block.

25

Knowing that he had made statements that if he saw me on

So, you began to heal?
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1

the block he is going to kill me.

I was starting on the

2

block, sir when he recognize me and saw me .

3

approach me, and it was at that moment, sir out of fear I

4

discharge it and cause

5

Q. So, you left the house, you had the gun on you?

6

A. Yes.

7

Q. You went down on the block?

8

A. Yes, sir.

9

Q. Did you expect to encounter him when you got there?

He start to

10

A. No, I never expected to see him at that moment, sir.

11

Q. So, why did you carry the gun with you?

12

A. It was because I was scared and I was fearful of my

13

life, and the embarrassment, and the humiliation he

14

caused me.

15

Q. All right.

16

happened?

17

A. That was the moment when I reacted, sir.

18

Q. Did you still have the bandage on your face?

19

A. I still had the stitches.

20

Q. Was it bandaged?

21

A. Yes, sir.

22

Q. Was he aware of how badly he had injured you?

23

A. I never have any interactions after that.

24

a chance.

25

Q. Okay.

So, I used the gun for a form of protection.
So, when the victim approached you, what

I never had

So, he approached you, what happened next?
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A. That's when I reacted out of fear.

2

Q. Did he say anything to you?

3

A. Yes, sir.

4

know, you are not supposed to be back on the block.

5

That's when I acted.

6

Q. Is that all he said to you?

7

A. Yes, sir.

8

Q. Just a minute, Commissioner Demosthenes.

9

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES:

That's when he approached me and said you

Hello,·

10

Quick question here I just need some sort of clarity.

11

approached you or you approached him on the day of the

12

instant offense?

13
14
15
16
17
18

THE INMATE:

The day of the instant offense, he

was the one that approached me.
COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES:

Approached you, okay.

Was he armed, was he carrying anything?
THE INMATE:

At that moment, I never stopped to

think or analyze if he had a weapon.

19

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES:

20

THE INMATE:

Okay.

I acted out of fear because of the

21

statement he made if I come back on the block, he was

22

going to kill me.

23

He

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES:

Okay.

So, out of

24

fear you obtained the weapon and shot an unarmed man

25

basically.
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THE INMATE:

2

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES:

Yes, ma'am.
Okay, thank you.

3

BY COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:

4

Q. Sir, was he facing you or --

5

A. Pardon me?

6

Q. Was he facing you at the time you pulled the weapon?

7

A. Yes, sir.

8

Q. And after you shot him,

9

A. I left the scene and went to my daughter's mother's

He was approaching me.
what did you do·?

10

home.

11

Q. Okay.

12

home, at what point were you approached by the police,

13

and when did you get arrested?

14

A. I got arrested in January 13, 2 -- 1993.

15

Q. 1992 or 1993?

16

A. Three.

17

Q. Three?

18

A. Yeah.

19

Q. How long after the indent occurred?

20

A. It was after November that I got arrested in February

21

13, 1993.

22

Q. So, that is approximately three months?

23

A. Yes, sir.

24

January; yes, sir, three months.

25

Q. All right.

Sir, I want to refer back the

~fter you went

Something like that November, December,

I want to go back to the description of
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1

what occurred.

2

minutes.

3

A. Yes, sir.

4

Q. The trial before the Honorable
.

5

And I am referring to the sentencing

,

In the sentencing minutes, the ADA

6

described the event this way, and I am reading.

"Judge,

7

in any event, this is a case clearly of cold-blooded,

8

premeditated, and calculated murder.

9

this case, shows the defendant,

The evidence, in
at

10

least two days prior to this murder went out and got

11

himself a gun.
He went out and bought a gun with the sole purpose of

12

13

killing

at the first opportunity", on page

14

five.

15

statements by the ADA, Mr.

16

a premeditated, which meant that there was. some

17

forethought in planning.

On page six -- I am sorry.

Base on those

, described the crime as

How do you react to those statements?

18
19

A. First thing first, sir, what I did I took full

20

responsibility for my action.

21

dispute the prosecutor's statements, sir.

22

sir.

23

truly remorseful, and I regret my action, and the pain I

24

have caused

25

sir.

I

And I'm in no position to
And I will not

take full responsibility for my actions and I am

's family, and also my family,

And in the community from where I am at.

- --- - - - - - - - -~
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1

Q. All right.

Let's talk a little bit about what you

2

have been doing while you have been incarcerated.

3

that there has been -- it's been a while, but there have

4

been some infractions?

5

A. Yes, sir.

6

Q. Can you tell me what happened?

7

Tier III infractions that took place adrni t.tedly some time

8

ago.

9

2012.

I see

I see there were two

But the first one was in 2008 and then two more in

10

A. Okay, sir.

11

father was on his sickbed in Jamaica and I come to

12

Jamaica and was sick and defecated on himself.

13

bank said I need an ID to give money to my family to help

14

him.

15

The first Tier III infraction was my

And the

So, what I did, sir was I sent my ID to the bank.

16

However, they were unable to get the money, and the bank,

17

in turn, returned my ID and wrote me up for that, sir.

18

Q. And that was in 2008?

19

A. Yes, sir.

20

parents and I

21

died February of that year, my mother died August of the

22

same year.

23

resulted in smoking reefer and ended up getting a dirty

24

urine.

25

My next infraction was at the time both my
both my parents died now.

My father

Depression and coping with what I had

However, I went to ASAT and I addressed my problems,

INDEX NO.
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 16

RECEIVED NYSCEF: 11/20/2020
FUSL000097

18
1

sir.

2

shop.

3

sitting next to inmate

4

machine that used to open the springs.

5

and found a used CCF book, unified commercial owned book.

6

It was never mine.

7

The next infraction I was at eastern working in the
Only two inmates working in that area, I was
We operate a sling
The · officer came

They wanted me to point out

I told them

8

it doesn't apply to me, sir because I am not a U.S

9

citizen, and because I never incorporated.

I was given

10

two years in the box and in prison, sir labeled as a

11

snitch your life is in jeopardy.

12

And I never wanted to be labeled and have to live in

13

fear for my life because I never cooperated, sir.

14

given two years in the box for that reason.

15

Q. Thank you for that explanation.

16

bit about your achievements and some of your goals.

17

let's begin with the COMPAS, are you familiar with the

18

COMPAS risk assessment?

19

A. Yes, sir.

20

Q. I see that everything is fine there.

21

low risk, which means that you have been behaving

22

yourself.

23

accomplishments, and some of your achievements.

24

A. I am presently pursuing my college BS degree in human

25

behavior.

I

was

Let's talk a little
And

You're a very

So, let's also talk now about some of your
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Q. Yeah.

2

A. I am also a pace facilitator.

3

counselor education.

4

qualified to be a pace facilitator.

5

teaching classes.

6

available such as AVP community, long term life

7

responsibility project.

8

Prison work for

I did it and I completed it.

I am

I participate in

I also attend a therapeutic program

My cause of my action by taking

's life and this violent outburst came from.

9

I was able to identify and it helped me to recognize

10

and realize that my thinking at that time was irrational,

11

it was destructive.

12

analyst permit.

13

in inmate population by cooking for the event for the

14

families.

Also -- I am also achieving my full

I cook in the mess hall, I participate

I also engage in the workroom at the hospital working

15

16

in the infirmary and I choose that job based on the

17

degree of what the job requires.

18

helping others, sometimes there is inmates in deplorable

19

conditions, sir.

20

job.

21

them.

22

Q. And I commend you for all of that.

23

you are in terms of your mental health, you are a level

24

six.

25

condition?

I use it as a means of

And I took it upon myself to take this

So, then after I bathe some of them, clean some of
The laundry, the -I understand that

But there are some concerns regarding your medical
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1

A. Yes, sir.

2

about two years ago.

3

Q. Does that injury hamper your ability to work in any

4

way?

5

A. No, sir.

6

able to maintain, sir.

7

Q. Okay.

8

are discharged.

9

status.

10

I just had a recent maJor back surgery

But I still have lingering pain, but I am

Let's talk a little bit about your plans if you
First of all, we need to address your

We do have an order from immigration for

deportation.
So, I want you to talk about both your plans here,

11

12

and .if you are deported what your plans are if you are to

13

be returned to Jamaica?

14

A. Okay, sir.

15

order of deportation to return to Jamaica West Indies.

16

will be residing at my sister's home.

17

meaningful employment at

18

by

19

If granted CPDO as you stated, I have an

The work details

I am also in

owned

entails light poles, wires,

20

hydrant repairs, et cetera.

21

to continue my college course online to Mercer College.

22

Q. Okay.

23

A. As far as New York, sir I will reside at my

However, it is my intention

111111111111111

I was also granted

24
25

I

a job at

if I should ever
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1

get a chance to reside in New York.

That is only upon

2

returning back to Jamaica.

3

Jamaica or New York.

4

anymore.

5

and I will be a law-abiding citizen.

6

Q. We have received a lot of support letters, including

7

from your family, and your sister in particular.

8

have your parole packet that was put together by the

9

parole preparation project.

I am one hundred percent sure

I will be no threat to society

I will undermine the seriousness, of my crime

And we

10

A. Yes.

11

Q. And they did a nice job on this.

12

that.

13

A. Yes, sir.

14

sisters.

15

nieces and nephew born here in the United States, Canada,

16

England, and Jamaica.

17

Q. And I do need to ask you about -- because I see you

18

have written a letter of apology to the apology bank.

19

A. Yes.

20

Q. The impact of your actions

21

impact on his family.

22

A. Yes.

23

Q. How do you -- what do you think about that?

24

A. In all fairness, sir there was no word or

25

justification that I can use to justify my irrational

I commend you for

Have you been in touch with your siblings?
I am in daily contact with my brothers and

My daughter, my son, my nieces, I have many

I have a large family.

, and the
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's life.

I wrote that

1

action by taking

2

letter to the family express my remorse what I have done,

3

the pain I have caused this family, and I humbly express

4

my remorse, and ask for their forgiveness.

5

it might be a hard thing to do, I did it.

6

empathy, sir.

7

Q. I appreciate that.

8

ask my colleagues if they have any additional questions.

9

Commissioner Demosthenes?

10

we thank

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES:
you so much for that packet.

12

here from what I see.

It is a nice big packet

13

THE INMATE:

14

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES:

Thank you.
It took quite a few

15

mont~s before the police arrested you.

16

doing during that time?

18

THE INMATE:

What were you

I was so scared knowing what I did

at that time I --

19

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES:

20

though or were you sitting around waiting?

21

THE INMATE:

22

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES:

23

It's real

I am going to take a break now and

11

17

Even though

Were you hiding

I was still working.'
Did you think of

surrendering at that time?

24

THE INMATE:

At the time, yes.

25

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES:

Why didn't you?
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1

THE INMATE:

At the time, I know that what I had

2

done and the ramifications that come with it, but that

3

was the day I was apprehended to face the justice for

4

what I have done.

5

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES:

6

to the instant offense for a brief moment.

7

shooting him, did you have any remorse, did you think

8

back?

9

Maybe they would have been able to save the victim.

10

So, just to go back
After

Did that cross your mind to call the police?

Did you think about that?
THE INMATE:

11

Basically what I learned now, I

12

would have called the police, and it would have escalated

13

to act in that destructive manner and took

14

life.

15

what I have known now today, I would have taken that

16

approach by getting the police involved, and would not

17

have reached that far.

18

And there is no way I can justify my action, but

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES:

19

would still be alive right now.

20

was a tragedy.

21
22

23

's

THE INMATE:

For sure.

That man

That man suffered, that

I am truthfully remorseful for

taking his life.
COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES:

24

BY COMMISSIONER MITCHELL

25

Q. Commissioner Davis?

Thank you, sir.
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1

COMMISSIONER DAVIS:

I have

Morning,

2

been listening to the interview, thorough interview thank

3

you for your participation.

4

about your motivation in committing this crime.

5
6

You indicated earlier that it was not your intention
to no murder this victim; is that correct?

7

THE INMATE:

8

COMMISSIONER DAVIS:

9

I have some questions here

Yes, sir.
But that is sort of

incongruent with your behavioral pattern.

You located

10

that weapon several days in advance of the murder of this

11

young man,

; is that also correct?

12

THE INMATE:

13

COMMISSIONER DAVIS:

14

15

Yes, sir.
So, when you received this

weapon, what was your plan?
THE INMATE:

My plan, sir was to get even with

16
17
18

COMMISSIONER DAVIS:

level of planning in this process, correct?

19

THE INMATE:

20

COMMISSIONER DAVIS:

21

Yes, sir.

THE INMATE:

23

COMMISSIONER DAVIS:

25

You also indicated that you

know, the fear of being labeled a snitch --

22

24

So, there was a certain

Yes, sir.
prevented you from

reporting this act to the authorities; is that correct?
THE INMATE:

Yes, sir.
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COMMISSIONER DAVIS:

You also indicated that

2

same sort of thought pattern continued white you were

3

incarcerated, fearing being labeled as a snitch, right?

4

THE INMATE:

5

COMMISSIONER DAVIS:

Yes, sir.
So, there is a continuation

6

that your thought pattern hasn't really changed while in

7

the community and while confined.

8
9

THE INMATE:
it that way.

Why is that?

Sir, it's fair for you to analyze

In prison, sir and violence, it is not easy

10

to live in here especially being labeled under that

11

status inside prison.

12

inside prison, and I never wanted to be seen in that

13

light.
In

14

There is a lot of things that go

's case, it was beyond -- I can truly

15

comprehend why I took that course of action.

16

of peer pressure, and environment I was surrounded with,

17

sir.

18
19

COMMISSIONER DAVIS:

Okay.

It was out

And your parole

packet does highlight your formative years

20

THE INMATE:

I'm sorry, sir?

21

COMMISSIONER DAVIS:

In your parole packet, you

22

make mention that during your formative years in Jamaica

23

that you were exposed to extreme violence in your

24

community, right?

25

THE INMATE:

.

Yes, sir.
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COMMISSIONER DAVIS:

1

It is dishea-rtening that

2

you would transfer that violence to New York after

3

arriving here for approximately four years.

4

about others being the problem in that cormnunity.

5

seems as though you may have been involved in those

6

elicit acts as well because your behavior presented that

7

after four years of arriving here in the states.

You talk
It

You committed a heinous act of the murder of Mr.

8

9

10

THE INMATE:

I wasn't involved in any illegal

11

activity.

I came here and was working.

It's just my

12

close friendship with my -- it was more like a social

13

gathering.

14

were doing.

I never involved with other people that they

I was trying to live a life in a clean and honest

15
16

way.

17

surrounding that causes me to react in such a deplorable

18

destructive manner.
COMMISSIONER DAVIS:

19
20

It was because of my environment that violence

Thank you, sir.

No further

questions.
THE INMATE:

21

Yes, sir.

22

BY COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:

23

Q.

24

and we have not gotten any correspondence back from them

25

that 1 s been negative, so that is in your favor.

, we reached out to the DA, and the Courts,

Before
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1

we conclude, I want to give you the opportunity to have

2

the last word.

3

Is there anything you want to tell us that we haven't

4

asked that you think we should know?

5

A. Yes, sir.

6

done.

7

am very remorseful for taking

8

pain I have caused his family.

9

enough, it will never be enough.

10

I understand the seriousness of what I have

I take full responsibility, accountability, and I
's life.

The

Saying sorry is not

So, I make a conscious decision to use education as a

11

mean of trying to rectify and identify my violent

12

thinking, behavior before them.

13

ask the board for your leniency and your forgiveness upon

14

my scul.

15

will not be a threat to society or undermined the

16

seriousness of the crime of this nature.

17

As I sit here, I humbly

And when I return to Jamaica or New York, I

And I am a fifty-year-old man, rehabi+itated, and

18

know that I will never act in such a manner.

19

grown and learned, and my thought process is a changed

20

man, sir.

21

Q.

22

statements.

23

to us as well as the records, and we will get back to you

24

with our decision in a few days.

25

I have

, I thank you for -- I thank you for your
We will consider everything that you've said

Thank you, sir?
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1

A. Thank you, sir.

2

(The inmate was excused.)

3

(After due deliberation by the Parole Board

4
5
6

7
8

9

10
11
12
13

14
15
16
17

18

19
20

21
22

23
24

25

panel, the following decision was rendered:)
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1

DECISION

2
3

4

Denied 24 months.
After review of the record and interview, the panel

5

has determined that if released at this time, your

6

release would be incompatible with the welfare of society

7

and would so deprecate the serious nature of the crime as

8

to undermine the respect for the law. Paro'ie is denied.

9

Your serious instant offense involved your callous

10

actions causing the death of another human being. You

11

indicated that during a prior altercation with the

12

victim, he attacked you, which resulted in you requiring

13

15 stitches on the side of your face. You further stated

14

that you did not report the incident because you did not

15

want to be labeled a snitch. You chose to take matters

16

into your hands and acquired an illegal ha?dgun two days

17

prior to the instant offense, with the intent to seek

18

revenge. At the sentencing hearing, the ADA stated that

19

"This is a case, clearly, of cold--blooded, premeditated

20

and calculated murder." He further stated, "In broad

21

daylight, the victim was gunned down in the back three

22

times by the defendant, right out in the open in front of

23

witnesses" and "as he shot him he said,

24

dead."

25

'Die, die, you're

Your criminal history reflects one misdemeanor and
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1

that the instant offense was your first New York State

2

incarceration. As to your institutional record and case

3

plan, the panel notes your efforts toward rehabilitation

4

which shows that you are program satisfied and have made

5

significant strides in your academic and vocational

6

pursuits. Your disciplinary record reflects satisfactory

7

adjustment to DOCCS rules and regulations as your last

8

infraction was in 2012. It is noted that you took one

9

infraction as a result of your choice to not be a snitch.

10

We have reviewed the results of your Risk and Needs

11

assessment which revealed low scores, but we depart from

12

it due to your criminal involvement commencing with

13

acquiring an illegal handgun days before the instant

14

offense. Note is made of your parole packet which was

15

prepared with the assistance of the Parole Preparation

16

Project. We have also considered your certificates,

17

educational attainments, letters of support and

18

reasonable insurance.

19

Your e xpression of remorse for the crime was

20

superficial with the little regard for the victim's

21

family and the seriousness of your crime. The panel

22

recommends that you continue to gain insight into your

23

behavior and respect for the law.

24
25

The instant offense was violent, heinous and shows a
total disregard in conduct, which caused the death of the
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1
2

victim.
Therefore, based on all required factors in the file

3

considered, discretionary release, at this time is not

4

appropriate.

5
6
7
8

9
10
11

12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20

21
22

23
24

25

(All commissioners concur.}
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1

CERTIFICATION

2

3

I, Paige Harvey, a Shorthand Reporter, hereby

4

certify that the proceeding in the above matter was taken

5

by me stenographically and then transcribed to the best

6

of my ability.

7
8
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9
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